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I hope you had a very restful
holiday and are ready for the New
Year. Itis hard to believe that 2010 is
upon us and that we are half way
through the school year. Now is a good
time to look at the goals and objec-
tives your PTA set for it self at the start
of the school and see where you are on
your path of advocating for children.

The New Year is the time to
form the very important Nominating
Committee whose job is to seek those
individuals most qualified to fill the
positions on the PTA Executive Board
for the next school year. The proposed
slate of officers needs to be presented
to the general membership 30 days be-
fore the election date (which should be
stated in your bylaws). The Nominat-
ing Committee in turn needs to be
formed one month before that. The in-
dividuals on the Nominating Commit-
tee must be approved by the general
membership so it is not too early to be-
gin the planning process. The election
should be done by the beginning of
April so the new board (known as the
board-elect) has ample opportunity to
begin making plans for the next school
year. The board-elect should plan on
attending the State PTA Convention on
April 20-May 2" for the many wonder-
ful training sessions offered.

Throughout the summer there is
important information sent to the new
board from State PTA and without offi-

cers and contact information, vital infor-
mation is missed. It is critical that the
new board receive the information from
State PTA in order to start the school
year as well informed as possible.

This is time of year for all PTAs
to be doing their mid year audits and
the forms needed and the information on
how to do these is found in the Toolkit.
If you have any questions be sure to
contact your council or district auditor.

The newest Insurance and Loss
Prevention Guide has been mailed and
if you have not received one, be sure to
contact myself or your council president.
The Insurance and Loss Prevention
Guide is also available in Spanish and
you can contact the California State
PTA office at 916-440-1985 ext. 105 to
request this. The Insurance Guide is a
wealth of information in itself but addi-
tional important information has been
included with the mailing such as the
insurance premium notice, current re-
porting requirements for PTAs, Work-
ers’ Compensation
port Form and sample, PTA as an Em-
ployer, Summary of Annual Tax Returns
Filed by Units, Application for Addi-
tional Bonding Insurance and Toolkit
updates regarding financial issues.

The 2010 insurance premium for
units is $202 and $120 for council/
districts. Premiums are sent first to the
council and then it is forwarded to 32™
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32nd District

PTHA Contact List for 32nd District PTA and Council
everychild.onevoice.” Tr easurers

cadanino.unavoz.

32" PTA (All of Contra Costa County)
Treasurer: El ai ne OO0 Ha n 925-684-2138 ohanlon@sbcqglobal.net

Bayside Council (John Swett Unified, West Contra Costa Unified)

Treasurer: Janet Abelson 510- 525-7709 abeljanet@aol.com
Delta Council (Antioch Unified, Brentwood Union, Byron Union, Knightsen, Liberty Union High School District, Oakley Union)
Treasurer: Denise Dimock 925-625-6901 deniseindiscobay@yahoo.com
Las Trampas Council (Acalanes Union High School District, Canyon, Lafayette, Moraga, Orinda Union, Walnut Creek)
Treasurer: Eva Santelli 925-932-4606 eva@mwa.com
Martinez Council (Martinez Unified)
Treasurer: Diane Beck 925-372-8782 thebeckhome@sbcglobal.net
Mt. Diablo Council (Mt. Diablo Unified)
Treasurer: Arnetta Jones 925- 676-8356 arnettal214@gmail.com
San Ramon Valley (san Ramon Valley Unified)
Treasurer: Julie Langill 925-208-1484 julielangill@comcast.net

Important District Due Dates

Per capital should be remitted at least monthly and invitations for ¢ Check your
members should continue to be extended throughout the year! Council
Dates.
Tax exempt returns must be filed by all units November 16, 2009 ¢ They will be
earlier!

I nsurance Payment & Wor k manénsaryCQ20ip f or m
(Late Charges will apply)

Reminder: All dues should be submitted monthly to your Council Treasurer

(For your Council Treasurerd6s name and infor ma
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A Message from Our County Superintendent of Schools
Joseph A. Ovick, Ed.D.

First and foremost, I want to wish everyone a happy holiday season! The Ovick family always en-
joys this time of the year to get together with one another and with friends, and I would hope that you will
have the opportunity to do so, as well, with your own family and friends.

Once the holiday season is over and we enter 2010, the Governor in January will announce his pro-
posed state budget for 2010-11, which will take effect July 1, 2010. In the last 20 months or so, K-12 edu-
cation has been reduced by 22%. As a result
California have secured the bottom position of all 50 states in terms of resources for our children.

This lack of resources will ensure that our children will remain on a collision course with the fu-
tur e. We know Californi a’ s -baedaanamm Y hisiissiot thettimeltov i n g
deny educational opportunities to our young people. I would ask each and every one of you to be adamant
i n your advocacy to demand that we not ©place th
their future.

Please work collaboratively with PTA, your local school staff, and the educational leaders through-
out the county to insist that our children receive a quality education that is adequately funded, as it was in
California in the 50s and 60s when I benefitted and prospered from an outstanding public education in this
wonderful state.

I am hopeful that 2010 will be a better year for our children than 2008 and 2009 were.

Pr es i de n-teontiied filngape 0 I t

District. Check with your council treasurer for the ¢ 32" District General
due date. Every unit, council and district is re- Membership Meeting March 22
quired to complete and submit through channels a

Workers Compensation Report Form as well. See more details on these in this and upcoming

PTA advocates legislatively for children at newsletters.
all levels and to find information on the current The 32" District PTA would like to thank
status of legislative bills and PTA advocating ef-
forts be sure to check out the State and District
websites (look for the Legislation tab).

you all again for all you do in advocating for the
health, education and welfare of our children.

Important upcoming dates for your calen-

dar include: Wanda Waltman
e . 32" District PTA President
¢ The 32" District Reflections (925)685-3483
Showcase January 23 wandawalt@astound.com
e 32"“District FouMadkS ' s Day
¢ Ed Source Forum March 19

Volume 52, Issue 3 Page 3



Save The Date
[ 1

32nd District PTA
Founder O0s
Luncheon

Friday, March 5, 2010
11:30-1:00

'! ¥ Serendipity

- 2611East Street, Concord

Serendipity is a HERO (Home Economics Related Occupations)/ROP Tech Prep
Career Pathway and has been a part of the Mt. Diablo Unified School District
for more than 20 years. Located on the campus of Mt. Diablo High School, the
restaurant and bakery are open to the public for lunches, and special events.
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| eqislative Advocacy News *

Help Stop Cuts to Schools and Services!

At this writing, PTA is bracing for what is expected to be As a PTA Leader, What can you
a bleak budget announcement from the Governor on Janu- do? Encourage your members
ary 8. Governor Schwarzenegger has signaled that he to:

expects to deliver a budget with nearly $20 billion in cuts.

1. Sign up for Legislative Alerts
Schools and <children’ s ser ¥rdmGhe Glifomig Kate PTAE S orbed |
year’'s terri bl e Jgietreservesand p ar (ywwheapta.ddgy i Ng one

federal stimulus monies, as well as making cuts to pro-

gr ams. We don’t have t hi 2 Phticipatin ouf upcémingIlette®writing Camt hi s [
further cuts will effect s cpigmdo®m wwwdhiptadrd)y t o educate
and agencies’ ability to keep children healthy and f ¢

3. Sign up to attend the California State PTA Legisla-

California’s test scores artignCénlererRedtiF¥bruary®020 @Grww cdpt@.orgl O We :
the nation and the world. A recent RAND study docu-

mented —the financi al ben eafRedistr fotthe 30" anfuad BTA AdvRacyDayrtrgpa | i z
increases in educational atthShirambhe Sdheliuled fér FeMiRry 19, héktedt | n v
our children, our economy will be affected long term. by Las Trampas Creek and San Ramon Valley Coun-

cils (go to
http://www.srvcouncilpta.org/Public/PortalHome.asp

x for information)

Legislators and the Governor must provide permanent,
stable revenue increases to offset the shortfalls, instead of
the recent combination of cuts, gimmicks and borrowing.

Confused About Why Schools Have Such Low Funding? ; _
Attend the 32" District PTA Program, Race to the__Top to Provide Needed Educa
tion Reformi and Some Dollars

School Finance 101

An exciting program to provide education reform is be-
ing rolled out by the Federal Government as a grant pro-
Monday, January 25, 2010 gram that could provide as much as $750 million to
7:00 p.m. California’ s school s. At t
very close to passing legislation that would make our
grant proposal more competitive. PTA supports Race
to the Top, and urges our members to encourage
their local school districts to participate by adopting
Please RSVP by January 22 to a AMemorandum of Understand

nmvandell@comcast.net For more information, go to www.capta.org

Los Lomas High School Cafeteria
1460 South Main Street, Walnut Creek

Have Questions About Legislative Advocacy? Our Committee Can Help!

32™ District PTA Legislation Committee members are available to speak to your PTA council or unit about a variety of
Advocacy topics, or help you get started on an effective advocacy program. Our website section will be online soon
(www.32ndpta.org). Contact Nancy Vandell, VP of Education & Legislation, at nmvandell@comcast.net, for more in-
formation or to request assistance.
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Reflections Program
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I would like to thank all the Council Reflections Chairs for their hard work and dedication to promoting
the arts in education in our local schools. I was really pleased with all the beautiful entries that we received. I am
looking forward to our next step, the awards program for District entrants. The date for the event will be 2:00 PM,
Saturday, January 23, 2010, at the Performing Arts Center at Alhambra High School. I would encourage all
our Council Chairs to maintain contact with your Unit Reflections Chairs to ensure a good turnout of all our par-
ticipants. In addition, I am asking Council Presidents to work with the Council Reflections Chairs to really get the
word out to Units who did not participate, in hopes that they will attend the event and be inspired to launch their
own programs for next year. Thanks to all of you for everything you do!

To RSVP for the program on the 23" please feel free to contact me at (925) 522-9836, or email me at
sarahallcottrell@antioch.k12.ca.us.

Sara Hall-Cottrell
32" District Reflections Chair

CONVENTION UPDATE

111™ Annual California State PTA Convention, April 29 —May 2, 2010

Please join us in Sacramento, April 29-May 2, 2010, for the 111th Annual California State PTA Conven-
tion. We hope that by attending convention you will feel energized, inspired and educated from all these won-
derful workshops. Our Sate Convention Commission has incorporated all the things we loved about convention.

At the 2010 Convention you will also find opportunities for the following:

NA/A

¢ Training and learning opportunities at more than 70 workshops. v 4

¢ Networking with other PTA leaders from around the state. v @t‘“ﬂlﬁtate s

. Partlc}pa:}ng in general meetings and share your voice in guiding our u O g '7 " 4
Vi il

Visiting the Exhibit Hall and the PTA Store. » b
Joining Thursday’'s rally at t'L Sy’;\ Y
Embracing, enjoying and being inspired by Reflections participants. L discovergold A
Becoming engaged in the resolution process. p A
Getting inspired by speakers. l/ \/ \/ w

Being awed by students.

* & & 6 o o

Whether you are a first timer (whoo-hoo!) or a seasoned volunteer, there is something for everyone.
Do you want to get everyone excited about convention? View and promote the new convention video posted on
the convention web page at www.capta.org.
You'll want to send your board, your students a
pense. Your PTA district may have leadership grants available. Title 1 Parent Involvement funds included in
school site budgets may also be available.
Online registration begins February 2, 2010. Register early to get the best discount. Your badge and
tickets wildl be mailed to you. The Convention Comr
Look for more details in the next coaster or contact: Chris Low, 925.778.0446, Poochcfl@aol.com.
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Prepare yourMidyear Membership Campaign

Did you know?
e PTAs that run more than one campaign a year have, on average, 20 percent more members .
e Nationwide, approximately 18 percent of PTA members join in January and February.

e Running membership campaigns more frequently remi.|
business, especially if you weave membership into programs, activities and general PTA work, too.

¢ Januaryismott oo | ate for parents to make a real i mpact

Lay the groundwork for success
e Ask your PTA board to explain to potential members what your PTA does for the children of your community.
e Determine whether your PTA/PTSA is meeting the needs of your members and community.

e Align your goals with the needs and interests of your members and community.

Make sure you have the support of your principal and school staff.

Membership growth is a sign that your PTA is a vital and relevant
organization that is making a difference in your community.

If your PTA is an effective, respected and fun association,
people will be eager to join.

Tips for getting started
e Spread the word about your PTA, and emphasize the benefits of PTA membership.
e Position your PTA as part of America’s No. 1 par el

¢ Invite parents and community members to join your PTA.
Answer the question, fAWhy should I be a member of yoc

e Advertise your PTA through newsletters, magazines, newspapers, websites and marquee signs.
e Place posters and fliers on school and community bulletin boards and windows (with permission).

e Hand out stickers, brochures and fliers at PTA and school events.

¢ Inform PTA members and potential members of special events.

Take advantage of second semester enthusiasm
¢ Tell your school community about the new opportunities to get involved in the new year.

¢ Send membership forms and fliers home with report cards and school reminders.

Continue on page 6
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Continued from page 5

¢ Design a visual representation of your growing membership (e.g., a celebration wall to which party favors
with new-member names can be added, a cardboard or illustrated tree to which leaves for new members can

be added, a jar to which beans, marbles, or ping-pong balls can be added) for display in your school.

¢ Askpeopletojoinyour PTA-don’t wait f or t he npupmhaerialodode & hand. Ha v e

Promote membership whenever possible

e Set up your membership table at every PTA and school event. Maintain a current list of members in case
people forget whether they have already joined.

e Publish a list of PTA members in your newsletter.

e Regularly include articles about membership and a clip-out membership form in your newsletter.

+ Publish your current membership count in your newsletter. Check it against your goal often.

Adapted from National PTA Website: www.pta.org

Add 10 in 2010!

A new year has dawned for the California State PTA, and

what better way to strengthen

adding 10 in 201Gnd doing it by the end of March! A mid-year
campaign—with new students, spring semester enthusiasm, and po-

tenti al me mb e r s—isthe perffest eme g build t o
America’s #1 parent i1 nvol veme

for children. January to March is a great season to make new friends
and recruit new members.

Make it your New Year's resolution and...

Add 101in'1Q

M . e
mbership challen
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SCRIPT FOR CONDUCTING ELECTIONS

It can be nervavracking to stand in front of your membership and conduct elections. WIQ
do you say and how do you say it? Consider the following:

PRESIDENTG@2 S gAff y2¢ O2yRdzOG 2dzNJ St SOlGAz2yao 22dzZ R GKS
LISNI I AyAy3 (G2 StSOGA2yakKé

PARLIAMENTARIANThe parliamentarian reads aloud the following sections of the unit bylaws: Article V, Sections 1,
2, 3a,3b,3d,39,4,5,6,7,and 11.)

PRESIDENTi2 Aff GKS OKFANXYIY 2F GKS y2YAYylLGAy3a O2YYAGGSS

CHAIRMAN:(The chairman reads the prepared slate of nominees, the nominating committee members and the date
2T (GKS NBLRNI® ¢KS OKFANXIFIYQA LINILG Ay (GKS StSOlAz2ya

PRESIDENB ¢ KI Yy & 2 dzdé 0¢KS LINBAARSY(l GKSy NBadlrdaSaz | yR
G! OO2NRAY3I (G2 2dz2NJ oeflgas y2YAylLdAzya FTNRY GKS Ff22N
I NB GKSNB FdzZNIKSNJ y2YAYylLGAz2zya FNRY (G(KS Ff22NKE ODA D
president are closed.

Gy ypyy KFa 0SSy y2YAYlFIGSR F2N) SESOdziA 0SS QGOS LI
time forresponse.y SSAy 3 y2ySs (KS y2YAylGAz2ya FT2N SESOdziA@S @

(The president then goes through each elected position as specified in the bylaws asking for nominations from th
floor. Where there is one nomination for an office, that election can be held by voice vote. Should there be more thar
one nomination for an office, a ballot election must then be held for that office or offices; a ballot election must also be
held at the request of any member of the association. See section below for information regarding a ballot.)

PRESIDENTThe president then reads off the candidates and officed.)a G KSNX | NB aAy3atsS O
there are), we will conduct the elections by voice vote. Is there any objection to this procedure? (If no one has calle

for a ballot vote, elections continue.) All those in favor of electing as president, as executi
@A O0S LINBAARSYidiXe® ONBIFIRa it (GKS ylYSao are waSoQ ¢
f2gAy3 2FFAOSNE P& 0¢KS LINBaARSyl GKSy NBadGldiSa GK:
concluded.)

IFABALLOVOTEBECOMESECESSARY

When there are two or more nominees for an office or when a member requests it, the election is held by ballot. To
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verify eligibility to vote, the membership list must be checked before ballots are distributed. The secretary should
have the official membership list. If a membership list is not available, all present must be allowed to vote. The sec
retary should have ballot slips available. If it is known prior to the election meeting that there will be two or more
nominees for any office, ballots may be distributed at a registration table as members arrive for the meeting and
present their membership cards.

The president appoints a tellers committee, including a chairman and at least two (2) tellers, whose duties are to dis
tribute, collect, and count the ballots. Ballots may also be collected in a ballot box.

The president requests all members eligible to vote to rise and be counted. This count will determine the number o
ballots to be tallied.

A nominee for an office cannot be involved in the election procedure as a teller who collects ballots and counts votes.

Blank ballots are not counted.

lllegal ballots are counted to determine the number of votes cast, but are not applied as a vote for or against any homi
nee. Ballots are considered illegal if:

w ¢CKS® IINB dzyAyGStftA3aIAotST
w ¢KSe& 02y idlAy (G4KS yIFIYS 2F | y2YAYSS 6K2 Aa yz2a |
w ¢g2 2N Y2NB olff2da NS F2f{RSR (23SGKSNW 6¢KSas
In a contested election, where there is more than one candidate on the slate, each nhominee may designate a person :
an observer at the time the ballots are counted.

If another vote is necessary, the voting members must be recounted to establish the number of ballots to be tallied. If ¢
member eligible to vote was not present when the original ballot was cast but arrives in time for another vote, the
member is entitled to vote.

The results of the voting are reported by the chairman of the tellargriting, to the president, as follows:
Number of members eligible to vote:
Number of votes cast:
Number needed to elect:
(Nominee) received

(Nominee) received

This procedure is repeated for each contested office. The president announces who has been elected to office. Unle
requested, the president does not have to announce the number of votes cast for each nominee, but the complete
¢Sttt SNEQ WSLIENI Ydzald 06S NBO2NRSR Ay (GKS YAydzwiSao C:
ers moves that the ballots be destroyed.

It is permissible to use these two procedures in one election by using voice vote for uncontested offices and a ballot fc
those that have two or more nominees.

A challenge to the election procedure or outcome must be made during the election meeting.

For additional information, see 2 0 SNII Q&4 wdzZf S& 2 F h NR SXRdind B Orfletsecid®. FA &a SR

Leadership Development Presentation California State PTA 2009
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PTA ELECTION CHECKLIST

Verify date for meeting in bylaws

Post prepared slate of officers at least 30 days before meeting
Notify membership of election date at least 30 days before meeting
Secretary brings current membership list to meeting

President presides at meeting
Parliamentarian reads sections of bylaws pertaining to nominations and elections
Chairman of nominating committee reads the report of the committee
President restates the slate of nominees and asks each person named to stand

President conducts election
Opportunity is given for nominations from floor for each office
b2YAYlFGA2ya R2 y20 NBI[dZANS | aS0O2yR> 2yf
If there is but one nominee for any office, the ballot vote for that office may be dispensed
with and the election held by voice vote.

Ballot vote
Required if there are two or more nominees for an office
Eligibility to vote is verified by checking the membership list
President appoints a tellers committee
Tellers distribute, collect and count the ballots
A nominee cannot be included as a teller
All eligible voters are counted to determine total number of ballots
Each nominee may designate a person to observe the ballot count

Tellers count votes and prepare report
Total eligible voters
Total votes cast
Number needed to elect
Number received by each nominee
Report is given to president

President announces result of vote and names those elected
¢StfSNNRaA NBLERNI A& LXIFOSR Ay YAydziSa
Chairman of tellers moves to destroy the ballots

Leadership Development Presentation California State PTA 2009
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2010 Legislative Conference
every Member. an Advocate

Connecting The Dots:

Sunday, February 21*
12:00 Noon

thre

Monday, February 22
2:00 PM

Embassy Suites Hotel
Sacramento, CA

All PTA members, chairmen and
officers are welcome

Reglstration Is 5135
Hotel Rates are $159 per night

| cenverar ) I conrErENcE | | HOTEL |
INFORMATION || | REGISTRATION || | REGISTRATION |

www.capta.org/sections/advocacy/leg-conference.cfm
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32nd District PTA Executive Board Contact Information

President

Ist VP Leadership

2nd VP General Meetings
& Special Programs

3rd VP Communications
4th VP Education & Legislation

5th VP Parent Education
& Community Concerns

6th VP Membership
Secretary

Treasurer

Auditor

Historian
Parliamentarian
Reflections

Founder ' s Day

Council Presidents:
Bayside Council
Delta Council

Las Trampas Council
Martinez Council
Mt. Diablo Council

San Ramon Valley Council

Wanda Waltman

Kathy Rabun

Chris Low
Mona Ricard
Nancy Vandell

-open-

Sue Woodworth-Bennett

Linda Mayo
El ai ne
Janet Abelson
-open-

Brenda Steffen

Sara Hall-Cottrell
Maureen Chang

Cathy Garza
Mitzi Reagan
Jill Buschini

Carolyn Griffith

Michele Miller

Anaite Letona-Vanier

925-685-3483
925-798-5331

925-778-0446
925-586-3446
925-829-2355

925-964-0491
925-935-6938

O’" Hanl o n925-684-2138

510-525-7709

925-779-9718
925-522-9836
925-743-0464

510-526-6194
925-978-1979
925-934-1825
925-228-2895
925-376-0194
925-829-2456

wandawalt@astound.net

krabun@astound.net

poochcfl@aol.com

ricard@silcon.com

nmvandell@comcast.net

bennettela@aol.com

mayolk(@aol.com

ohanlon@sbcglobal.net

abeljanet@aol.com

PTASteffen@aol.com

sarahallcottrell@mdusd.k12.ca.us

chnggng@aol.com

garzacathy(@gmail.com

reaganm@comcast.net

buschinihouse@astound.net

griffdoggs@aol.com

sixmillers@comcast.net

letonavanier@sbcglobal.net

Keep Communications Coming to your PTA

By Mona Ricard— VP Communications

32nd District Directories were mailed to all unit Presidents and Treasurers ( and to principals if treasurer or

president missing), most Council Officers, and all District Officers.

Any Information missing is a direct result of not receiving the information from our units. Please forward any
contact information changes for unit presidents, treasurers and recording secretaries, as well as council board members,
to me at ricard@silcon.com or 925-586-3446. For each of these positions we need:

Name,

Phone Number,
Email address (if no access to email, please state this)
Complete Address

lelEUNTEEH

We cannot use the school address to mail information to you, so please provide us with either your home ad-

dress, or a post office box.

We also send our newsletter to principals and superintendents, so please provide their names and email ad-

dresses, if possible.

Note: We especially need email addresses, as our Newsletter is trying to go paperless.
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32nd District PTA Calendar 2009-2010

Date Time Place Event/Deadline
Jan 11, 2010 9:45 AM CCCOE 32" District PTA Executive Board
Alhambra High
Jan 23 2:00 p.m. School 32nd District Reflections Showcase
Los Lomas High
January 25 7:00 p.m. School Cafeteria [32nd District Program: School Finance 101

February 17

7:15 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Bus trip to
Sacramento

30th Annual PTA Advocacy Day, hosted by Las
[Trampas Creek & San Ramon Valley Councils

Starts12:00 PM (21st)

Embassy Suites

2010 Legislative Conference

Feb 21 - 22 Ends 5:00 PM (22nd) Hotel - Sacramento | Connecting the Dots -From Issues to Advocacy
Feb 23 9:45 AM CCCOE 32" District PTA Executive Board
Serendipity

Mar 5 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM Mt. DiabloH.S. |[Founder 6s Day Luncheon
Mar 15 9:45 AM CCCOE 32™ District PTA Executive Board

6:15 PM dinner
Mar 22 7:00 PM meeting CCCOE GENERAL MEETING 32" District PTA
Apr 19 9:45 AM CCCOE 32" District PTA Executive Board
April 29 T May 2 Sacramento CA PTA Convention 8 Sacramento
May 17 9:45 AM CCCOE 32" District PTA Executive Board
June 14 9:45 AM CCCOE 32™ District PTA Executive Board
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